
 

 

Summer Reading 2021 

Theme:  Resilience  

Essential Question:  What makes a person resilient in the face of struggle? 

 

The following books represent a range of topics, perspectives, and experiences.  

Choose the book that you think you will most enjoy reading. 

 

 

Crossing the Line           By: Kareem Rosser                   Genre: Nonfiction  

Crossing the Line is a true story of how a young man from West Philadelphia became 

one of the leading horse polo players in the United States.  

An inspiring memoir of defying the odds from Kareem Rosser, captain of the first 
all-black squad to win the National Interscholastic Polo championship.  

 

 

 

Just Mercy                     By: Bryan Stevenson                                 Genre: Nonfiction 

An unforgettable true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us, and a clarion call 

to end mass incarceration in America — from one of the most inspiring lawyers of our 

time. 

 

Just Mercy tells the story from the early days with a small staff facing the nation’s highest 

death sentencing and execution rates, through a successful campaign to challenge the cruel practice of 

sentencing children to die in prison, to revolutionary projects designed to confront Americans with our 

history of racial injustice (Goodreads). 

 



 Grit                       By: Angela Duckworth                                 Genre: Nonfiction 

 

Why do some people succeed, and others fail? Sharing new insights from her landmark 

research on grit, Angela Duckworth explains why talent is hardly a guarantor of success. 

Rather, other factors can be even more crucial such as identifying our passions and 

following through on our commitments. 

 

Winningly personal, insightful, and even life-changing, Grit is a book about what goes through your head 

when you fall down, and how that not talent or luck makes all the difference (Goodreads) 

 

 

Clap When You Land  By: Elizabeth Acevedo          Genre:  Young Adult Fiction 

In a novel-in-verse that brims with grief and love, National Book Award-winning and 

New York Times bestselling author Elizabeth Acevedo writes about the devastation of 
loss, the difficulty of forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds that shape our lives. 
 

Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican 
Republic. But this time, on the day when his plane is supposed to land, Camino 
arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people… 

 

In New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal’s office, where her mother is waiting to tell 
her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane crash. 
 

Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls are forced to face a new reality in which 
their father is dead and their lives are forever altered. 

 
And then, when it seems like they’ve lost everything of their father, they learn of each other 

(Goodreads). 

 

 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn                 By: Betty Smith                            Genre:  Classic Fiction 

The beloved American classic about a young girl's coming-of-age at the turn of the 
century, Betty Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a poignant and moving tale filled 

with compassion and cruelty, laughter and heartache, crowded with life and people 
and incident. The story of young, sensitive, and idealistic Francie Nolan and her 
bittersweet formative years in the slums of Williamsburg has enchanted and inspired 

millions of readers for more than sixty years. By turns overwhelming, sublime, 

heartbreaking, and uplifting, the daily experiences of the unforgettable Nolans are 
raw with honesty and tenderly threaded with family connectedness -- in a work of literary art that 
brilliantly captures a unique time and place as well as incredibly rich moments of universal 

experience (Goodreads). 



 

The Vanishing Half                      By:  Brit Bennett                                  Genre:  Fiction 

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a 
small, southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the 
shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their families, 

their communities, their racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her 
black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other 
secretly passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, 

even separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain 
intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' storylines 
intersect? (Goodreads). 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe    By: Benjamin Alire Saenz      

Genre: YA Fiction 

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an 

unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they 
seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start spending time together, 
they discover that they share a special friendship--the kind that changes lives and 
lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the 

most important truths about themselves and the kind of people they want to be (Goodreads). 

 

Brown Girl Dreaming                   By: Jacqueline Woodson                   

Genre: Memoir/Non-             fiction (in verse) 
 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American 
in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing 

awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both 
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her 
place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through 

writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired 
her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become (Goodreads). 

 

Dragon Hoops                   By: Gene Luen Yang                        

Genre:  Young Adult Fiction/Graphic Novel 

Gene doesn’t get sports. As a kid, his friends called him “Stick” and every 
basketball game he played ended in pain. He lost interest in basketball long ago, 
but at the high school where he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The 
men’s varsity team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season that’s been 

decades in the making. Each victory brings them closer to their ultimate goal: the 
California State Championships (Goodreads). 



Children of Blood and Bone                        By: Tomi Adeyemi                     

Genre:  Young Adult Fiction 

Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners 
ignited flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoned forth 
souls. But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a 

ruthless king, maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people 
without hope. Now Zélie has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the 

monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is 

hell-bent on eradicating magic for good (Goodreads). 

 

 

The Boy in the Black Suit     By: Jason Reynolds                       

Genre: Young Adult Fiction 

Just when seventeen-year-old Matt thinks he can’t handle one more piece of 
terrible news, he meets a girl who’s dealt with a lot more—and who just might be 
able to clue him in on how to rise up when life keeps knocking him down—in this 

wry, gritty novel from the author of When I Was the Greatest (Goodreads). 

 

 

The Midnight Library   By: Matt Haig   Genre:  
Fiction 

 

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that 
contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. 
One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other 
life you could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in 

your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you 
had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these 
other lives truly be better? 

 
In The Midnight Library, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. 
Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a 

different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must 

search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in 
life, and what makes it worth living in the first place (Goodreads). 
 

 

 

 


